WEST VIRGINIA
BIRD REVIEW LIST
February 20. 2024

Sources (as noted): West Virginia Birds — George A. Hall (1983); Birds of the Lower Ohio River
Valley in West Virginia — Kiff, et al. (1986); Redstart — Brooks Bird Club; American Birds —
National Audubon Society; West Virginia Bird Records Committee Action

1. 05/4-5/2002; WVU Farm, Preston Co.; G Felton; J Felton, J Jacobs, M Jacobs
& S Schneider; WVBRC #2002-1. Redstart 70:66-68.

kv

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis (Hypothetical):

kW=

Cinnamon Teal Spatula cyanoptera:
1. 3/5/2017; RCB Locks and Dam, Mason Co.; D. Patick, M. Griffith, G. Rankin;
WVBRC 2017-1.
2. 08/08/2023; Fairfax pond, Rehe WMA, Preston Co,; D Daniels; WVBRC#2023-12.

3.
4.
5
Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope:

1. 3/18/2015; Belle Babb Lane, Grant Co.; D. Courtney; WVBRC #2016-11.
2.

whkw
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. 3/26/2015; Rehe WMA, Preston Co.; D Courtney and others; WVBRC #2015-7.

S

King Eider Somateria spectabilis:
1. 11/28/1953; Ohio River, Cabell Co.; T Milewski & F Fitch; Wilson Bull.
66:141.

Nk

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula:
1. 03/04/2023; Terra Alta, Preston Co.; D Daniels; WVBRC#2023-4 (first state record).
2.

bk w

Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus:
2. 01/22/1974; New River near Hinton, Summers Co.; J L Smith; Redstart 43:73.
3. 01/09/2011, Ohio River at Robert C Byrd Locks & Dam; W Argabrite, M
Griffith: WVBRC #2011-1.
4. 01/26/2014, Ohio River at Parkersburg, Wood Co.; D Courtney: WVBRC #2014-1.
4. 02/06/2020; Ohio River near Sand Creek, Wood Co.; T. Bronson, M. Schramm, J.
Benedetti, N. Hohman; WVBRC #2020-6.
5.

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricollis:
1. 02/12/1955; Ohio River at Wheeling, Ohio Co.; T E Shields; Redstart 22:29.
2. 11/05/2010 to 12/4/2010; Alpine Lake, Terra Alta, Preston Co.; G Felton, T
Bronson, D Courtney & many others. Pictures by D Courtney.; WVBRC #1010-3.
3.
4.
5.
Inca Dove Columbina inca:

1. 3/12/2007-6/16/2007; Huntington, Cabell Co.; D Rieger & C Rieger; W Argabrite, M
Griffith, M Orsie, D Patick, G Rankin & many others; WVBRC #2007-3.

Nnhkhwbd
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Lesser Nighthawk Chordeiles acutipennis:
1. 04/28/2004; Glenville, Gilmer Co; G E Hall; WVBRC #2004-2.
2.

whkw

Mexican Violetear Colibri thalassinus:
1. 06/26/2003-08/20/2003; Terra Alta, Preston Co.; K Minor; Hundreds of observers;
WVBRC #2004-1.

bl ol

Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri:
1. 10/11/2006-01/30/2007; Near Shepherdstown, Jefferson Co.; L Wiseman; W
Hershberger, S Wiedensaul & many others; WVBRC #2007-1.

Nnhkhwbd

Clapper Rail Rallus crepitans (Hypothetical):
1. ?2/22/77; Ohio River; F J Frye; E A Brooks notebooks.; Hall (1983)

nhkwb

King Rail Rallus elegans (5+ Previous Records):
1. 5/11/2008; Greenbottom WMA, Cabell Co.; D. L. Patick, M. Griffith, W. Argabrite;
WVBRC # 2016-3.

kv

Yellow Rail Coturnicops noveboracensis:
1. ?2/22/1920; Near Poca, Putnam Co.; A S Morgan; Birds of the Great Kanawha Valley.
2. 09/06/1935; Near Bolga, Barbour Co.; M Brooks; Auk 53:96-98.
3. 10/08/1939; Clinton, Ohio Co.; G F Flouer; Auk 57:413-414.
4. 08/22/1984; Canaan Valley, Tucker Co.; E Hutton; Redstart 52:47.
5.
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Black Rail Laterallus jamaicensis:
1. 05/29/2012 to 06/09/2012; Cold Stream Rd. North of Capon Bridge, Hampshire
Co.; S Droege, W Hershberger. Also seen and heard by many others; WVBRC
#2012-1.
3.
4.
5.

Limpkin Aramus guarauna,
1. 08/16/2021; Steamboat Run, Jefferson Co.; E Kirschbaum, N Kirschbaum; WVBRC
#2021-6. First State Record.
2. 11/14/2023; Hurricane, Putnam Co.; DG Wills; WVBRC#2023-6.
3. 10-09-2023; Stonewall Jackson Lake, Lewis Co,; N Rees; WVBRC#2023-7.
4.
5

Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus:
1. 05/15-17/1993; Greenbottom WMA, Cabell Co.; W Argabrite; M Griffith &
others; Redstart 61:57-59.
2. 09/17/2018; Williamson, Wood Co.; R. Esker; WVBRC#2018-13.
3. 05/02/2022; Mill Creek, Randolph Co,; R Bartgis; WVBRC#2023-10.
4.
5.

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus:
1. 04/14/1940; Leetown, Jefferson Co.; J L Poland; Redstart 8:88-92.
2. 07/26/1985; South Charleston, Kanawha Co.; J] Smith; Redstart 54:54.
3. 8/14/2016; Gallipolis Ferry, Mason Co.; G Rankin, D L Patick, M Griffith, J
Holland, and others; WVBRC # 2016-8.
4.
5.

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus (5+ Previous Records):
1. 05/23/2019; Harris riverfront Park; Cabell Co.; J Holland; WVBRC #2019-3.
2. 05/19/2019; Sandpit Pond, Mason Co.; J Keating; WVBRC # 2019-7.
3. 05/24/2019; Reedsville Farm, Preston Co.; D Daniels; WVBRC #2019-8.
4.
5.

Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica:
1. 09/28/1967; Near Benwood, Marshall Co.; J Cole; Redstart 35:59.
2. 09/20/2011: Apple Grove Fish Hatchery, Mason Co.; W Argabrite, M Griffith,
G Rankin, D Patick & D Courtney; WVBRC #2011-5.
3.
4.
5.
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Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa:
1. 08/08/1986; Near Hamlin, Lincoln Co.; T Igou; & others Redstart 53:138.
2. 08/05/1987; Ashton, Mason Co.; W Argabrite; Redstart 55:105-106.
3. 04/21/1988, Huntington, Cabell Co.; W Argabrite; M Griffith & others; Redstart 55:117.
4. 04/19/1998, Robert C Byrd Locks & Dam, Mason Co.; W Argabrite; M
Griffith; WVBRC #2001-2
5. 04/22/2023, Barboursville, Cabell Co.; B Smith; WVBRC#2023-2.

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres (5+ Previous Records):
1. 5/21/2015; Gallipolis Ferry, Mason Co.; M Griffith; WVBRC #2015-8.
2.7/29/2009; RCB Locks, Mason Co.; D. L. Patick; WVBRC #2016-5.
3. 07/22/2018; Apple Grove Hatchery, Cambell Co.; M. Griffith, J. Holland, et. al.;
WVBRC#2018-10.
4.
5.

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris:
1. 08/13/2007; Winfield Locks & Dam, Putnam Co.; S Gillispie; W Argabrite, K
Kazmierski, D Patick; WVBRC #2007-7.

kv

Red Knot Calidris canutus:
1. 05/14-16/2007; Robert C. Byrd Locks & Dam, Mason Co.; W Argabrite; M
Griffith, M Orsie, D Patick & others; WVBRC #2007-6.

oD

5.
Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus:
1. 09/14/1963; St. Albans, Kanawha Co.; A. Shreve; Redstart 31:11.
2. 10/09/1973; East Lynn Lake, Wayne Co.; C W Nelson; American Birds 28:52-
56.

3.

4.

5.
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Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus:
1. 08/24-26/2005; Charles Town, Jefferson Co.; M Orsie; W Argabrite, J Browning &
W Hershberger; WVBRC #2005-4.

SNhkhwbD

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla:
1. ??2/?22/1902; Ohio River, Wood Co.; E A Brooks; A check-list of WV Birds Bull 316.
2. 10/25/1963; Dunlow, Wayne Co.; R M Edeburn; Wilson Bull. 76:214-215.
3.
4.
5.

Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini:
1. 09/24/1993; Buckley Island, Wood Co.; P Morrison & M Ellis; Redstart 62:120-121.
2. 09/04/1997; Ohio River, Point Pleasant, Mason Co.; W Argabrite; WVBRC #98-2.
3. 09/19/2000; Hancock Co.; R Donaghy, J Fenske & W Yoder; WABRC #2000-2-A.
4. 09/13/2018; Prickett’s Fort, Marion Co.; C. Staley; WVBRC#2018-12.
5.

Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus (Hypothetical):
1. 02/07/1998; French Creek Wildlife Area, Belmont, Pleasants Co.; B. Thompson & J.
Zickefoose; WVBRC #98-5A & #98-5B.

Nnhkhwbd

Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla (5+ Previous Records):
1. 09/02/2017; Tygart Lake, Taylor Co.; M. Brown, K. Carlsen; WVBRC #2018-1.
2. 04/14/2019; Hogueland Lane, Grant Co.; A Graham; WVBRC #2019-2.
3. 09/24/2019; Harris Riverfront Park, Cabell Co.; J Holland, D Patick, G Rankin, J
Keating; WVBRC #2019-5.
4,
5.
Franklin’s Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan:
1. 03/30-31/1992; Huntington, Cabell Co.; J Hubbard; W Argabrite, M Griffith, G Rankin
& others; Redstart 59:90-92.
2. 05/27/1996; Huntington, Cabell Co.; H Slack; W Argabrite, M Griffith, J & JA
Hubbard; WVBRC #96-1, #97-1A & #97-1B. Redstart 64:47-49.
3. 05/03/2011; Robert C. Byrd Locks & Dam, Mason Co.; W Argabrite, M Griffith &
D Patick; WVBRC #2011-2 a&b.
4. 04/24/2020; Gallipolis Ferry, Mason Co.; M. Griftfith and J. Keating; WVBRC #2020-4.
5.
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Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus (Hypothetical):
1. 2/11/2015; Pike Island Lock and Dam, Ohio Co.; R Tomazin, A R Buckelew,
Jr.; WVBRC #2015-1.

kv

Sooty Tern Omnychoprion fuscata:
1. 07/31/1926; Near Charleston, Kanawha Co.; I H Johnston; Auk 43:535-536.
2. 08/02/1926; Near Wheeling, Ohio Co.; Hall (1983)
3. 08/??/1975; Gauley Bridge, Fayette Co.; Phillips.; Hall (1983)
4.
5.

Least Tern Sterna antillarum (5+ previous records):
1.

kv

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea :
1. 06/28/2023; Tygart lake, Grafton Co.; T Anderson; WVBRC#2023-8 (first state record).
2.

whkw

Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica:
1. 05/06/2020; Belleville Locks and Dam, Wood Co.; M. Griffith, T. Bronson; WVBRC
#2020-5.
2. 11/12/2023; Alpine Lake, Preston Co.; D Daniels; WVBRC#2023-5.

3.
4.
5
Wood Stork Mycteria americana (5+ previous records):

1. 07/27/2018; Williamson Marsh, Wood Co.; N. Hohman, R. Esker, et. al.;
WVBRC#2018-11.

Nnhkhwbd
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Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens (Hypothetical):
1. 09/29/1988; Ohio River, Cabell Co.; W Tolin & M Zeto (DNR); Redstart 56:38.
2.

whkw

Anhinga Anhinga anhinga (Hypothetical):
1. 09/?77/1990; Tygart Valley River at Elkins, Randolph Co.; Peter Zurbuch (DNR).;
Redstart 58:107-109

kv

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo:
1. 11/??/1914; Ohio River at Parkersburg, Wood Co.; P C Bibbee; Birds of West
Virginia (1929).

kv

Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidenalis:
1. 06/22/2011; Bluestone Lake, Summers Co.; M Scott, J Hansbarger: WVBRC #2011-4.
2. 09/12/2020; Bull Creek, Wood Co.; J. White and J. Benedetti; WVBRC #2020-10.

whkw

. 07/22/2020; Marmet Locks, Belle, Kanawha Co.; R. Gregg; WVBRC #2020-9.

B

5.
Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolor:

1. 07/31 — 8/22/2002; Shenandoah River, Jefferson Co.; M Orsie; C Del-Colle & J
Trapp; WVBRC #2002-3 & 2002-4. Redstart 70:39-41.

2. 07/26-28/09; Stauffer’s Marsh, Berkeley Co.; J Little & B Little, later many others;
WVBRC #2009-10.

3.

4.

5.
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White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi:

1. 10/25/2011; Greenbottom WMA, Cabell Co.; W Argabrite, M Griffith, D Patrick &
G Rankin; WVBRC #2011-6.

2. 04/27/2020; Green Bottom WMA, Cabell Co.; J. Holland, J. Keating, M. Griffith;
WVBRC #2020-12.

3. 04/17/2021; Gallipolis Ferry, Mason Co.; M Griffith, J Keating; WVBRC #2021-5.

4.

5.

Roseate Spoonbill Platalea ajaja:
1. 06/13/2018; Terra Alta, Preston Co.; L. Helgerman & many others; WVBRC#2018-9.
2.

whkw

White-tailed Kite Elanus leucurus (Hypothetical):
1. 07/25 to 08/25/2001; near Blair, Logan Co.; D Chamblin; F Ammer, P Wood, A
Gatesman, D Mortensen, J Simmons & J Williams; WVBRC #2001-8.

kv

Swainson’s Hawk Buteo swainsoni:
1. 09/16/1897; White Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier Co.; M M Collins; Hawkeye
Ornithologist and Oologist 2:1-3.
2. 09/30/2012; Hogueland Rd., Grant Co.; F Atwood; WVBRC #2012-3.
3. 12/20/2013; Brandywine Recreation Area, Pendleton Co.; C Rucker; WVBRC #2013-3.
4.
5.

Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis:
1. 04/05/2023; Hancock Co.; N Rees; WVBRC#2023-3 (first state record).
2.

whkw

Northern Hawk Owl Surnia ulula (Hypothetical):
1. 12/05/1985; Union, Monroe Co.; Glen Betler; American Birds 40:279-282.
2.

whkw
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Black-backed Woodpecker Picoides arcticus (Hypothetical):
1. 03/04/1962; Arroyo, Hancock Co.; E R Chandler; Redstart 29-
97.

nhkwb

Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus (Hypothetical):
1. 09/22/2000; Monroe Co.; M Corley, J Davis, L Knupp, M Morgan, G Pence, J Phillips;
WVBRC #2000-1-A.

oD

5.
Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinerascens:
1. 12/15/1990; Jefferson Co.; R S Dean & W L Hershberger; Redstart 58:61-62.
2. 11/29/2022; Jefterson Co.; N W Snyder; WVBRC #2022-3
3.
4.
5

Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis:
1. 09/23/2012 to 10/03/12; Harpers Ferry NP, Jefferson Co.; D Hale, M Orsie & many
others; WVBRC #2012-2.
2. 10/03/2023; Poor House Park, Berkeley Co.; N W Snyder, A Tsiatos; WVBRC#2023-9.
3.
4
5

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus forficatus:

1. Early 1950s; Barboursville, Cabell Co.; R Estler.; Hall (1983)

2. 05/21/1970: Charleston, Kanawha Co.; A Shreve & several observers.; Hall (1983)

3. 09/02/2006: Near Hillsboro, Pocahontas Co.; D Holsinger, G Byrne & E
Oswall; WVBRC #2006-1.

4. 10/19/2014; Kanawha City, Kanawha Co.; M Griffith and W Argabrite; WVBRC
#2015-11.

5.

Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana:
1. 10/8/2014; Sinks Grove, Monroe Co.; R Davis; #WVBRC 2014-9.
2.

whkw
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Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya:
1. 11/28/2013-01/02/2014; Gallipolis Ferry, Mason Co.; G Rankin, later W Argabrite,
M Giriffith, D Patick & many others; WVBRC #2013-2.

SNhkhwbD

Vermilion Flyatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus (Hypothetical):
1. 05/12/1956; Wellsburg, Brooke Co.; W Jennings & several others; Redstart 43:90-
107.

Rl el

5.
Bell’s Vireo Vireo bellii;

1. 05/02/1987; Greenbottom WMA, Cabell Co.; W Argabrite & A Torn; Redstart 55:77-
79. (hypothetical).

2. 09/26/2020; Blackwater Canyon Trail, Tucker Co.; L. Dilling and L. Dilling; WVBRC
#2020-11.

3.

4.

5.

Black-billed Magpie Pica hudsonia (5+ Previous Records):
1.

kv

Boreal Chickadee Poecile hudsonica:
1. 11/10/1969; Morgantown, Monongalia Co.; G Hall; Redstart
37:61.

SNk

Cave Swallow Petrochelidon fulva:
1. 12/02/2019; Thistle Ridge Farm, Pocahontas Co.; S Kearns. WVBRC #2019-9.
2.

whw
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Bohemian Waxwing Bombycilla garrulous (5+ Previous Records):
1.

kv

Bewick’s Wren Thryomanes bewickii (5+ Previous Records):

bk W=

Bicknell’s Thrush Catharus bicknelli:
1. 05/16/1940; Morgantown, Monongalia Co.; W Lunk; Auk 58:264.
2. 05/06/1961; Charleston, Kanawha Co.; R & G Ballentine; Redstart 28:101.
3. 09/16/1961; Wheeling, Ohio Co.; G Breiding; Redstart 29:50-
51.
4.
5.

Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius:

1. 09/29/1993; Allegheny Front Migration Observatory, Tucker Co.; J Ward &
others; Redstart 62:50-52.

2. 12/27/2001, near Williamstown, Wood Co.; P Collins, K & S Allman, H, L &
D Collins; WVBRC #2001-10

3.03/07/2022; Porter Wood, Tucker Co.; M Kibler; WVBRC #2022-1

4.

5.

Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator (5+ Previous Records):
1.

el o S

Hoary Redpoll Acanthis hornemanni:
1. 12/21/1993; Ashton, Mason Co.; W Argabrite & S Smith; M Griffith, G Rankin;
Redstart 62:81-82.

Nnhkhwbd
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European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis (exotic);
1. 01/28/2021; Bruceton Mills, Preston Co.; S Cavallaro; WVBRC #2021-1.
2.

whkw

Smith’s Longspur Calcarius pictus:
1. 04/05/1987; Gallipolis Locks, Mason Co.; W L Argabrite, J Fletcher, M Griffith &
others; Redstart 55:57-59.

Nnhkhwbd

Bachman’s Sparrow Peucaea aestivalis (5+ Previous Records):
1.

kv

Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys:
1. 01/01/1949; Kanawha City, Kanawha Co.; W DeGarmo & C Handley, Sr.; Hall (1983)
2. 12/77/1966; Morgantown, Monongalia Co.; M Brooks.; Hall (1983)
3. 05/09/1967; Lewisburg, Greenbrier Co.; C Handley.; Hall (1983)
4. 10/31/1969; Lewisburg, Greenbrier Co.; C Handley.; Hall (1983)
5.

Harris’s Sparrow Zonotrichia querula:

1. 2/17/2014; Lewisburg, Greenbrier Co.; M Orsie, B Brenneman, J Brenneman;
#WVBRC 2014-5.

2. 12/20/2008; Handley WMA, Pocahontas Co.; D Patick and M Griffith; WVBRC
#2015-4.

3. 4/17/2017; Middle Isl., Pleasants Co.; J. Benedetti, B. Harman, N. Harman, P. Collis.;

WVBRC 2017-3.
4.
5.

Baird’s Sparrow Centronyx bairdii (Hypothetical):
1. 10/25/1984; WVU Forest, Preston Co.; G H Breiding; Redstart 52:61-62.
2.

whkw
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Canyon Towhee Melozone fuscus (Hypothetical):
1. 10/??/1969; Morgantown, Monongalia Co.; R & M Brooks.; Hall (1983)

nhkwb

Green-tailed Towhee Pipilo chlorurus:
1. 12/19/1957-04/17/1958; Ona, Cabell Co.; M Kiff & L Kiff, others; Edeburn et al.,
1960.; Hall (1983).

Nk

Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus (Hypothetical):
1. Winter of 1968-1969; Charleston, Kanawha Co.; C Handley, Sr; Redstart (future).
2.

whkw

Western Meadowlark Sturnella neglecta (5+ Previous Records):
1. 06/06/2011 to 07/17/2011; Jumping Branch, Summers Co.; W Snyder, B Reeder, W
Argabrite, D Courtney, M Griffith, M Orsie & many others; WVBRC #2011-3.
2. 03/31/2020; Reedsville Farm, Preston Co.; D. Daniels; WVBRC #2020-1.

3.
4.
5

Brewer’s Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus (5+ Previous Records):
1. 1/1/2009; Rt. 35, Farmland, Mason Co.; D. L. Patick and M. Griffith;
WVBRC #2016-2.
2. 11/03/2023; RC Byrd Dam, Mason Co,; DL Johnston; WVBRC#2023-11.

3.
4.
5
Virginia’s Warbler Leiothlypis virginiae:

1. 02/10-17/2007; Harpers Ferry, Jefferson Co.; D Myles & K Myles; M Orsie, W
Argabrite & many others; WVBRC #2007-4.

bl ol
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Kirtland’s Warbler Sefophaga kirtlandii:
1. 9/30/2014; Allegheny Front Migration Observatory, Tucker Co., J. Runyan, R. Dean,
L. Graffious, and many others; WVBRC #2016-7.

kv

Black-throated Gray Warbler Setophaga nigrescens
1. 10/14/2015; Inwood, Berkeley Co.; P Saffold; WVBRC #2015-10.
2.

whkw

Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana:

1. 06/05/1944; Junction of Holly & Elk River, Braxton Co.; J Monroe; Redstart 12(9):45. -
Hypothetical

2. 04/07/2018; Organ Cave, Greenbrier Co.; J. Polan, D. Cortney, K. Carsen, et. al.;
WVBRC#2018-8.

3.

4.

5.

Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus (5+ Previous Records):
1.

kv

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris:
1. 04/27/1979; Blue Jay, Raleigh Co.; B James; Redstart 47:122.
2. 4/25/2015; Marlinton, Pocahontas Co.; G. Hyer; WVBRC #2016-6.
3. 03/08/2018; Uvilla, Jefferson Co.; J. Borzik, D. Blunt, B. Telfair;, WVBRC#2018-2.
4. 06/01/2018; Westover, Monogalia Co.; C. Erenrich; WVBRC#2018-6.
5.04/22/2023: Pipestem, Summers Co.; J Phillips, R and MJ Neely; WVBRC#2023-1.
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