WYV BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE REPORT FORM
Please Type or Print Legibly

Species:  |Ferruginous Hawk Number: (leave blank) | WVBRC-3
Location: |Hancock County Date: | 7/5/23 Time: |6:21pm
Bird Seen: |6:21pm To: [7:55pm Age/Sex: |Female

Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow.
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.

Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for

the observation.

Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.)
Large buteo with large sharply hooked bill. Bill is yellow at the base and black at the tip. Feet were

feathered down to the talons and tail was whitish/cream colored.

Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt)
Light-morph. Mainly whitish/cream colored underbody with rufous feathers scattered throughout the

wings. Back was predomiately rufous and "shins" also contained concentrated rufous feathering.

Description of any vocalizations, if heard:
None heard

Description of behavior:
Bird flew from rooftop of neighboring house and then perched on telephone pole overlooking small

creek area. Bird then flew and perched on large dead snag overlooking entire "valley" that she was
previously perched in.




Habitat: (General and Specific)
Unusual for this bird. Perched in a residental area down along a rural backroad. Overlooking creek
and roughly 60 yard wide by 100 yard long clear grassy area.

Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird)

Was able to get roughly 30 yards from the bird. Viewed through 12x50 binos, 20-60x spotting score,
and through the viewfinder of my Canon camera with 50mm lens. Lighting was behind me allowing

the bird to be front lit.

Previous experience with this species:
None

Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific)
Light colored red-tail hawk (Smaller/broader than this bird), Rough-legged Hawk (much more white

and black contrast to bird and doesnt have rusty "shins")

Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can

submit their own report.

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:

Additional observer signature:



Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description:

The Sibley Guide to Birds (Field markings aligned with white | was seeing on bird)

How long after observing this bird did you first write this description?

6 Days

Name: Nathan Rees
Address:

Date: 7/11/23
Signature:

Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee
Attn: Wil Hershberger
170 Stallion Ct.
Hedgesville, WV 25427
Or E-mail to:
wilhershberger@mac.com



Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any

answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response:

This is the vagrant bird Erieau. She has been seen and tracked via GPS/MOTUS from Ontario,
down through Michigan, Ohio, West Virginia, into PA, and back to West Virginia.

Around 3:30pm July 5th, | got a message from David La Puma who has been tracking the bird.

He was requesting a welfare check on the bird because she had been in WV for the last four days in
a tiny little 100x60 yard area and he was afraid she'd been hit or was dead. So | told him I'd go look
for her and recover her after work if that was indeed the case.

Well | didn't see her in the original area he sent me to so | drove down the road to turn around and

go back and park and walk ditch lines looking for her. However when | turned around | looked over
and there she was perched on top of the roof of the house whose driveway | was turning around in.
She flew from that roof back up the road to the area in which he had orginally sent me and perched

atop of a telephone pole.
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