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Species: 
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Bird Seen: 
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Age/Sex: 
    

 

      
 

           

 
Description: In lieu of physical material substantiating a record (e.g., specimen, diagnostic photograph, vocal recordings) a 
complete written description can serve as verification for the biological record. Please be as thorough as your field notes allow. 
Do not feel constrained by the space provided. Additional supporting descriptions/illustrations may be attached.  
Note that photographs or recordings WILL NOT BE RETURNED but become part of the permanent record for 
the observation. 
 
Structure: (Overall size and shape plus details on the head, feet, tail, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plumage: (e.g. markings, coloration, molt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of any vocalizations, if heard: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description of behavior: 
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Habitat: (General and Specific) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Circumstances of observation: (Include details of distance to bird, optics employed, lighting in relation to observer and the bird) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Previous experience with this species: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description: (Please be specific) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other observers: (Names, Addresses, E-mail please)  
If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here. If they care to provide additional details they can 
submit their own report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional observer signature: 
 
 
Additional observer signature: 
 
 
Additional observer signature: 
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Books, illustrations and advice consulted, and especially how did these influence this description: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How long after observing this bird did you first write this description? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
Date: 
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Mail to: WV Bird Records Committee 

Attn: Wil Hershberger  
170 Stallion Ct. 

Hedgesville, WV 25427  
Or E-mail to: 

wilhershberger@mac.com 
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Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any 
answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response: 






	Species: Black-bellied Whistling-Duck
	Number leave blank: WVBRC 2020-7
	Location: Beckley, WV
	Date: 05/27/2020
	Time: 7:55 AM
	Bird Seen: 7:55 AM
	To: ~8:30 AM
	AgeSex: Adult
	Structure Overall size and shape plus details on the head feet tail etc: Obvious duck structure. Appeared to be roughly Mallard-sized. Appeared large breasted. Backs appeared somewhat humped at rest. Birds were wading in water with heads tucked, so leg and neck length could not be accurately estimated.   
	Plumage eg markings coloration molt: Adult plumage. Chestnut-colored breast, back, and crown; nape slightly darker. Dark black belly. Undertail coverts appeared mostly white with some black. Folded wings grayish with brighter white edging. Face and side of neck light gray. Whitish eye rings. Pinkish legs. Both birds had bills tucked when resting, but one bird lifted head twice (briefly) showing bright pink/red bill. 
	Description of any vocalizations if heard: Birds were not heard.
	Description of behavior: Both birds were standing in shallow pond, resting with heads on back with bills tucked under feathers. One bird briefly lifted head twice, but quickly returned to resting position.
	Habitat General and Specific: Birds were resting in a small (roughly 0.75 acres), shallow retention pond behind Cranberry Creek Shopping Center (primarily behind Walmart Supercenter) in Beckley. Pond surrounded by dense brush on three sides. Back side (closest to where the birds were resting) is somewhat grassy, with some mud exposed. Surrounding area primarily urban; vehicle and pedestrian traffic somewhat heavy. A busy highway runs behind the shopping center, above the pond. Some other small ponds and streams in the area.
	Circumstances of observation Include details of distance to bird optics employed lighting in relation to observer and the bird: Viewed from eastern corner of Walmart building. Viewing location slightly elevated. Initially viewed from roughly 70 yards away with 8x42 Nikon binoculars, then with 20-60X 65MM Bushnell scope. Sky overcast, no glare or backlighting, providing good views and photos.
	Previous experience with this species: Life bird. Only previous experience is through photos, field guides, etc.
	Experiences with similarly appearing species which are eliminated by your description Please be specific: The Sibley eGuide to the Birds of North America describes adult Black-bellied Whistling-Duck as          "unmistakable". Fulvous Whistling-Duck lighter-colored overall and lacks black belly. I did reference a few sources, including Sibley guides, Cornell Lab of Ornithology website, and Audubon website to find information on possible domesticated Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks, but found little information. I am not aware of any other ducks with pink bills.
	Other observers Names Addresses Email please If the others agree with your identification they can sign this form here If they care to provide additional details they can submit their own report: The ducks appeared to have left the area before other observers arrived.
	Books illustrations and advice consulted and especially how did these influence this description: The Sibley eGuide to the Birds of North America describes adult Black-bellied Whistling-Duck as          "unmistakable". I did reference a few sources, including Sibley guides, Cornell Lab of Ornithology website, and Audubon website to find information on possible domesticated Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks, but found little information.
	How long after observing this bird did you first write this description: 32 days.
	Observers Name: Steven Wilson
	Date that this file was completed: 06/28/2020
	Please use the space below to add any appropriate details you feel were missing from the above form or to expand on any answers whose allotted space was insufficient for a complete response: Photos provided. 


